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Amendments to the Claims- 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims i, 
the application: 


1. (Issued Claim) An overhead console assembly and headliner 
combination for a vehicle comprising: 

a headliner including a structural member; 

a first console housing disposed on the structural member of the headliner; 
a second console housing disposed on the structural member of the headliner, 
wherein the second console housing is spaced apart from the first console housing; 

a center console housing disposed between the first and second console 
housings, the center console housing including at least one securement surface, each of the at 
least one securement surface forming only an outer surface of the center console housing; and 
at least one accessory module selectively positionable on and removably secured 
to the at least one securement surface of the center console housing for storing materials, the 
at least one accessory module including a housing, a storage area defined within the housing 
to retain materials within and at least one securing member engaging the at least one 
securement surface of the center console housing. 

2. (Issued Claim) The combination of claim 1 , wherein the center console 
housing comprises a pair of spaced apart rails extending between and secured to the first and 
second console housings, wherein each rail includes a securement surface disposed about an 
outer periphery of the rail and an inner surface forming a cavity. 

3 . (Issued Claim) The combination of claim 2, wherein the rails are formed 
of extruded aluminum. 


4. (Issued Claim) The combination of claim 2, wherein each of the rails 
is generally cylindrical in shape. 
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5. (Issued Claim) The combination of claim 2, wherein the housing of the 
at least one accessory module includes a lower surface having opposite ends, and the at least 
one securing member of the at least one accessory module comprises a gripping portion 
extending from each end of the lower surface, each gripping portion engaging the securement 
surface of a respective rail. 

6. (Issued Claim) The combination of claim 2, wherein each rail is 
generally cylindrical in shape, and each gripping portion is arcuately shaped. 

7. (Issued Claim) The combination of claim 1, wherein the structural 
member of the headliner has a lower surface, and wherein the center console housing 
comprises an upper surface substantially flush to the lower surface of the structural member 
of the headliner, a pair of stalls extending vertically from the upper surface between the 
first and second console housings, and a cavity defined therebetween. 

8. (Issued Claim) The combination of claim 7, wherein the upper surface 
and the pair of sidewalls extending vertically from the upper surface of the center console 
housing are integrally formed with the structural member of the headliner. 

9. (Issued Claim) The combination of claim 8, wherein the first console 
housing and center console housing are integrally formed as part of the structural member of 
the headliner. 

10. Issued Claim) The overhead console assembly of claim 7, wherein the 
at least one securement surface of the center console housing is an overlay placed over the 
inner surface of the structural member of the headliner. 

1 1 ■ (Issued Claim) The overhead console assembly of claim 7, wherein the 
housing of the at least one accessory module secured in the center console housing farther 
comprises an upper surface including the at least one securing member, a lower surface 
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forming the storage area and an overlapping flap portion extending from the lower surface, 
wherein the overlapping flap portion is removably fastened to the lower surface to enclose the 
storage area. 

12. (Issued Claim) An overhead console assembly for use with a vehicle 
having a headliner, the headliner including a structural member having a lower surface, the 
overhead console assembly comprising: 

a first console housing disposable on the lower surface of the structural member; 
a second console housing disposable on the lower surface of the structural 
member in spaced relationship with the first console housing; 

a center console housing disposed between the first and second console 
housings, wherein the center console housing includes at least one generally cylindrical rail 
extending between and secured to the first and second console housings, the at least one rail 
having an outer surface; and 

at least one accessory module selectively positionable along and removably 
secured to the at least one rail of the center console housing for storing materials, the at least 
one accessory module including a housing, a storage area defined within the housing to retain 
the materials and at least one securing member engaging the at least one rail only at the outer 
surface of the at least one rail. 

13. (Issued Claim) The overhead console assembly of claim 12, wherein the 
at least one rail of the center console housing comprises a pair of generally cylindrical, spaced 
apart rails extending between and secured to the first and second console housings, wherein 
each rail includes a securement surface disposed about an outer periphery of the rail and an 
inner surface forming a cavity. 

14. (Issued Claim) The overhead console assembly of claim 13, wherein the 
rails are formed of extruded aluminum. 
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15. (Issued Claim) The overhead console assembly of claim 13, wherein the 
housing of the at least one accessory module includes a lower surface having opposite ends, 
and the at least one securing member of the least one accessory module comprises a gripping 
portion extending from each end of the lower surface, each gripping portion engaging the 
securement surface of a respective rail. 

16. (Issued Claim) The overhead console assembly of claim 15, wherein 
each gripping portion is arcuately shaped. 

17. (Amended) An overhead console assembly for a vehicle comprising: 
a first console housing disposed on an inner surface of a structural member of 

a headliner of the vehicle; 

a second console housing disposed on the inner surface of the structural member 
of the headliner, wherein the second console housing is spaced apart from the first console 
housing; 

a center console housing disposed between the first and second console 
housings, wherein the center console housing comprises an upper surface substantially flush 
to the inner surface of the structural member of the headliner, a pair of sidewalls extending 
vertically from the upper surface between the first and second console housings, a cavity 
defined there between, and at least one securement surface disposed within the cavity; and 

at least one accessory module selectively positioned and removably secured in 
the center console housing, the at least one module comprising a lower surface, an overlapping 
flap portion extending from the lower surface, a storage area formed between the lower surface 
and flap portion and an upper surface having at least one securing member attached thereto for 
securing the at least one module in the center console housing. 

18. (Issued Claim) The overhead console assembly of claim 17, wherein 
the first console housing and center console housing are integrally formed as part of the 
structural member of the headliner. 
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19. (Issued Claim) The overhead console assembly of claim 17, wherein 
the overlapping flap portion of the at least one accessory module is removably fastened to the 
lower surface of the at least one module to enclose the storage area. 

20. (Issued Claim) The overhead console of claim 17, wherein the at least 
one securing member of the at least one accessory module is a hook and loop fastening panel 
secured to the upper surface of the at least one module. 


21 . (Issued Claim) The overhead console assembly of claim 20, wherein 
the at least one securement surface of the center console housing is an overlay placed over the 
inner surface of the structural member of the headliner. 


22. (Issued Claim) The overhead console assembly of claim 20, wherein 
the at least one securement surface of the center console housing is a hook and loop fastening 
panel secured within the cavity of the center console housing. 

23. (Issued Claim) The combination of claim 1 wherein the center console 
housing comprises at least one rail having a longitudinally extending securement surface 
disposed at an outer periphery of the at least one rail such that the securement surface forms 
only an outer surface of the at least one rail, and the at least one securing member of the at 
least one accessory module removably engages the at least one rail only at the securement 
surface. 


24. (Issued Claim) The combination of claim 1 wherein the at least one rail 
comprises polymeric material. 

25. (Issued Claim) The combination of claim 1 wherein the center console 
housing comprises a pair of spaced apart rails, each rail having a securement surface disposed 
about an outer periphery of the rail such that the securement surface forms only an outer 
surface of the rail, the at least one securing member of the at least one accessory module 
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includes two securing members that engage the rails only at the securement surfaces so as to 
removably secure the at least one accessory module to the rails, and the housing of the at least 
one accessory module includes two vertically extending side walls disposed between the rails 
when the at least one accessory module is secured to the rails, the side walls defining the 
storage area of the at least one accessory module. 

26. (Issued Claim) The combination of claim 1 wherein the center console 
housing comprises a pair of spaced apart rails, each rail having a securement surface disposed 
about an outer periphery of the rail such that the securement surface forms only an outer 
surface of the rail, the at least one securing member of the at least one accessory module 
includes two securing members that engage the rails only at the securement surfaces so as to 
removably secure the at least one accessory module to the rails, and the storage area of the at 
least one accessory module is disposed entirely between the two rails when the at least one 
accessory module is secured to the rails. 

27 . (Issued Claim) The overhead console assembly of claim 1 2 wherein the 
at least one rail comprises polymeric material. 

28. (Issued Claim) The overhead console assembly of claim 12 wherein the 
at least one rail comprises two spaced apart rails, and the housing of the at least one accessory 
module includes two vertically extending side walls disposed between the rails when the at 
least one accessory module is secured to the rails, the side walls defining the storage area of 
the at least one accessory module. 

29. (Issued Claim) The overhead console assembly of claim 12 wherein the 
at least one rail comprises two rails, and the storage area of the at least one accessory module 
is disposed entirely between the two rails when the at least one accessory module is secured 
to the rails. 
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30. (Issued Claim) An overhead console assembly and headliner combination 
for use with a vehicle, the combination comprising: 
a headliner; 

a first console housing disposed on the headliner; 

a second console housing disposed on the headliner, wherein the second console 
housing is spaced apart from the first console housing; 

a center console housing disposed between the first and second console 
housings, the center console housing including a pair of spaced apart rails extending between 
and secured to the first and second console housings, wherein each of the rails includes a 
securement surface disposed about an outer periphery and an inner surface forming a cavity; 
and 

at least one accessory module selectively positionable on and removably secured 
to the securement surfaces of the center console housing for storing materials, the at least one 
accessory module including a housing, a storage area defined within the housing to retain 
materials, and at least one securing member engaging the securement surfaces of the center 
console housing. 

3 1 . (Issued Claim) The combination of claim 30 wherein the rails are formed 
of extruded aluminum. 

32. (Issued Claim) The combination of claim 30 wherein each of the rails 
is generally cylindrical in shape. 

33. (Issued Claim) The combination of claim 30 wherein the housing of the 
at least one accessory module includes a lower surface having first and second ends, and the 
at least one securing member of the least one accessory module includes first and second 
gripping portions, the first gripping portion extending from the first end, and the second 
gripping portion extending from the second end, each gripping portion engaging the 
securement surface of a respective rail. 
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34. (Issued Claim) The combination of claim 33 wherein each rail is 
generally cylindrical in shape, and each gripping portion is arcuately shaped. 

35 . (Issued Claim) The combination of claim 30 wherein the rails comprise 
polymeric material. 

36. (Issued Claim) The combination of claim 30 wherein the housing of the 
at least one accessory module includes two vertically extending side walls disposed between 
the rails, the side walls defining the storage area of the at least one accessory module. 

37. (Issued Claim) The combination of claim 30 wherein the storage area 
of the at least one accessory module is disposed entirely between the two rails when the at least 
one accessory module is secured to the rails. 

38. (Issued Claim) An overhead console assembly and headliner 
combination for use with a vehicle, the overhead console assembly comprising: 

a headliner; 

a first console housing disposed on the headliner; 

a second console housing disposed on the headliner and spaced apart from the 
first console housing; 

a center console housing disposed between the first and second console 
housings, the center console housing including two spaced apart rails extending between the 
first and second console housings; and 

an accessory module selectively positionable on and removably securable to the 
rails, the module including a housing having vertically extending side walls that extend 
between the rails when the module is secured to the rails, the side walls defining a storage 
receptacle. 

39. (Issued Claim) The combination of claim 38 wherein the storage 
receptacle is disposed entirely between the rails when the module is secured to the rails. 
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40. (Issued Claim) The combination of claim 38 wherein each rail has a 
generally cylindrical shape, and wherein the housing of the module includes a lower surface 
having first and second ends, the module further comprising first and second arcuately shaped 
gripping portions respectively extending from the first and second ends, each gripping portion 
being engageable with a respective rail. 

41. (Issued Claim) The combination of claim 38 wherein the rails are 
formed of polymeric material. 


42. (Issued Claim) The combination of claim 38 wherein each rail includes 
a securement surface disposed about an outer periphery of the rail, and an inner cavity, and 
wherein the module includes two securing members, each securing member being engageable 
with a respective securement surface. 


43 . (Issued Claim) The combination of claim 42 wherein when the securing 
members are engaged with the securement surfaces, the securing members do not extend into 
the cavities. 


Ms. (New) An overhead con sole assembly for use with a vehicle having a 
roof, the overhead console assembly comprising : 

a first console housi ng mountable in the vehicle proximate the roof: 

a second console housing mountahle i n the vehicle such that the second console 
housing is spaced apart from the first console housing ; 

two spaced apart rails mountable in th e vehicle proximate the roof, wherein the 
rails extend between the first and second console housings when the assembly is mounted in 
the vehicle: and 

an accesso ry m odule s electively positionable on and removably securable to the 
rails such that the module exte nds b etween t he rails when the module is secured to the rails. 
wherein the module is remo vab le from t h e rails and rep o sitionable along the rails hv a vehicle 
occupant when the asse mbly is mounted in the vehicle 
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45. 


(Cancelled) 


46. (New) The assembly of cl aim 44 wherein the first and second console 
housings are configured to b e di s p osed on a headliner of the vehicle when the assembly is 
mounted in the vehicle 

4L (New) The assembly of c laim 44 further comprising a headliner that is 
mountable in the vehicle adjacent the roof, wherein the fi rst and second console housing s are 
disposed on the headliner when th e assembly is mounted in the vehicle. 

4 s -* (New) The assembly of claim 47 wherein the first and second console 
housings are integrall y formed with the headliner 

42, (New) The assembly of claim 44 furt her comprising an electrically 
powered device associated with the second console housing and electrical wiring associated 
with one of the rails for providing electric a l power to the electrically powered device. 

5Q, (New) The assembly of claim 49 wherein the electrical wiring extends 
along the one rail. 

5-L (New) The assembly of cl aim 49 wherein the electrical wiring extends 
through the one rail. 

22* (New) The assembly of cla im 49 wherein the second console housing is 
located rearward of the first conso le ho u s i ng when the assembly is mounted in the vehicle. 

52* (New) The assembly of cla im 44 wherein the module includes walls that 
extend between the rails when the m odul e is sec ured to the mils, the walls coop erating tn 
define a storage receptacle. 
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5^ (New) The a ssembly of claim 44 wherein the module defines a stora ge 
receptacle that is disposed entirely betwee n the rails when the module is secured to the rails 

55* (New) The assembly of claim 44 wherein the rails are config ured fo 
extend longitudinally in the vehic le w hen the assembly is mounted in the vehicle, and the 
module is longitudinally posirion able alon g the rails 

5^ (New) An overhead console assembly for u s e with a vehicle havin g a 
roof, th e overhead console assembly comp rising- 

a first console housing mountahle in t he vehicle p ro ximate the roof; 
a second console housing mountable in the ve h icle such that the second console 
housing is spaced apa rt from the first console housing; 

a center console housing mountable in the v ehicle proximate the roof such that 
the center console housing is di sposed b e t w een the first and second console housing s wh,n the 
assembly is mounted in the vehicle, the center console housin g including at least nn, 
securement surface, each of the at least one securement surface forming on lv an outer surface 
of the ce nter console housing: and 

an accessory module selectively positionahle o n an d removably securahle to the 
at least one securement surface of the center c onsol e housing, the module including at least ™e 
securing member that is selectivel y engag ea ble with the at least o ne securement surface ofthe 
center console housing, wherein the modul e i s rem ovable from the at least one geoirement 
surface and repositionable alon P the at least one s ecurement surface bv a vehicle nccp ant 
when the assembly is mounted in the vehicle. 

57. (Cancelled) 

^ (New) The assemb ly o f cl ai m 56 further c omprising an electrically 
fjgMreddeyice associated with the second console housing, and dectricaj wiring associated 
Mth_Ihe_genter console housing for providing electr; ca i DOWCT tn th „ ,; ectrica ,i v p nw „ rPf1 
device. 
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59, (New) T he assembly of claim 56 wherein the first and second console 
housings are configured to be disposed on a headli n er of the vehicle when the assembly is 
mounted in the vehicle 

£2* (New) The assembly of claim 56 further comprising a headliner that is 
mountable in the ve hicle, the headliner including a n overlay that defines the at least one 
securement surface, and where in the f i rs t and second console housings are disp osed nn the 
headliner when the a ssembly is mounted in the vehicle 

£1* (New) T he assembly of claim 56 wherein the center console housing 
comprises a pair of spaced apart rails, and each rail include s a securement surface disp osed 
about an outer periph ery of the rail. 

^ (New) The assembly of claim 61 wherei n the at least one securing 
member comprises two gripping portions, each grip ping portion being engageahle with the 
securement surface of a respective rail. 

^ (New) The assembly of clai m 56 wherein the center console housing 
includes a pair of sidewalls that define a cavity for receiving the module 

^ (New) An overhead cons ole assembly for use with a vehicle having a 
roof, the overhead console assembly comprisin g: 

a console housing mountable in the ve h icle proximate the roof, the console 
housing including at le ast one securement surface: and 

an accessory module selectively positi onable on and removably securable to the 
at least one securement surface of the consol e housing, the module including at least one 
securin g member that is selectivel y engag ea h le with the at least one securement surface of the 
console housing, wherein the module is remova h le from the at lea st one securement surface 
and repositionabie along the at leas t on e s ecu r ement surface hv a vehicle occupant when the 
assembly is mounted in the vehicle; 
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wherein the at least one securement surface and the at least one securing member 
comprise a hook a nd loop fastening system. 

(New) The assembly of cl aim 56 wherein the module is longitudinally 
positionable along t he at least one securement surface. 

^ (New) An overhead cons ole assembly for use with a vehicle having a 
roof, the overhead co nsole assembly comp rising- 

a console housing mountable in the vehi c le proximate the roof, the console 
housin g including at least one securement surface: and 

an accessory module selectively positionab l e on and removably securahle to the 
at least one securement surfa ce of t h e c ons ole housing , th e module including at least one 
securing member that is selectively eng ageah le with the at least one securement surface of the 
console housing, wherein the module is removable from the at leas t one securement snrfar-e 
and repositionable along the at least one s ec urem ent surface hv a vehicle occup ant when the 
assembly is mounted in the vehi cle, and w herei n the module includes an up per surface that 
includes the at least one securing memb e r , a lo wer surface, a storage area disp osed between 
the upper and lower surfaces, and a flap portion th at is configured to overlap the lower surface 
to enclose the storage area 

(New) The assembly of cl aim 64 wherein each of the at least one 
securement surface forms only an outer sur f ace of the console housin g. 

(New) The assembly of cl aim 66 wherein each of the at least one 
securement surfac e forms onl y an outer surface of the console housing 

69. (Canceled) 
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Remarks 

Applicants gratefully acknowledge the Interview granted on October 16, 2006. 

Claims 1-44, 46-56 and 58-68 are currently pending in the application. As 
requested by the Examiner during the Interview, this Amendment is being filed to show claim 
1 in its issued form including corrections made by the Certificate of Correction dated October 
7, 2003. An explanation of the support in the Specification for all changes to the original 
patent claims and all new claims is also provided below, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 
1.173(c). 


Furthermore, Applicants are pursuing a Supplemental Declaration as requested 
by the Examiner during the Interview. 

Basis in The Specification for Change to Original Cl aims and N P w riaimc 

Claim 17 is an original claim that has been amended to include a comma in line 
14 of that claim. Because the amendment to claim 17 relates to correction of a typographical 
error, it is believed to be unnecessary to provide basis in the specification for the change. 

New claims 44, 46-56 and 58-68 are fully supported by the Specification of the 
issued patent. For example, all limitations of independent claims 44, 56, 64 and 66 are 
disclosed in column 3, line 27, through column 7, line 63, and/or in the drawings. 
Furthermore, independent claims 44 and 56 generally correspond to issued claims 38 and 1, 
respectively, but the new claims more broadly recite, at least in part, that which Applicants 
regard as the subject matter of their invention. 

Dependent claims 46 and 59, which each recite that "the first and second 
console housings are configured to be disposed on a headliner of the vehicle when the assembly 
is mounted in the vehicle," are supported by column 3, line 65, through column 4, line 1, for 
example. Similarly, claim 47, which recites that the assembly further comprises a headliner 
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and that "the first and second console housings are disposed on the headliner when the 
assembly is mounted in the vehicle," finds support in the same section of the specification. 

Dependent claims 49-51 and 58, which include "electrical wiring associated with 
one of the rails," find support in column 5, lines 19-24. The recitation in claim 52 that "the 
second console housing is located rearward of the first console housing when the assembly is 
mounted in the vehicle" is supported by column 4, lines 19-22 of the Specification. 

Dependent claim 53, which recites that "the module includes walls that extend 
between the rails when the module is secured to the rails, the walls cooperating to define a 
storage receptacle," is supported by Figures 1 and 2, for example. Likewise, the recitation 
in claim 54 that "the module defines a storage receptacle that is disposed entirely between the 
rails when the module is secured to the rails" is supported by Figures 1 and 2. Furthermore, 
claim 55, which recites that "the rails are configured to extend longitudinally in the vehicle 
when the assembly is mounted in the vehicle, and the module is longitudinally positionable 
along the rails," is supported by column 4, line 66, through column 5, line 2, and Figure 1, 
for example. 

Dependent claim 60, which recites that the assembly comprises a headliner that 
includes "an overlay that defines the at least one securement surface, " is supported by column 
7, lines 49-51. Dependent claim 61, which recites that "the center console housing comprises 
a pair of spaced apart rails, and each rail includes a securement surface disposed about an outer 
periphery of the rail," is supported by column 5, lines 17-19. 

The recitation in dependent claim 62 that "the at least one securing member 
comprises two gripping portions, each gripping portion being engageable with the securement 
surface of a respective rail," finds support at column 5, lines 40-44. Furthermore, the 
recitation in dependent claim 63 that "the center console housing includes a pair of sidewalls 
that define a cavity for receiving the module" is supported by column 6, lines 55-63. 
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Independent claims 64 and 66 were introduced as dependent claims of claim 56, 
and were rewritten in independent form during prosecution. The recitation in claim 64 that 
"the at least one securement surface and the at least on securing member comprise a hook and 
loop fastening system" is supported in the specification at column 6, lines 58-63, and column 
7, lines 40-58 for example. The recitation in claim 66 that "the module includes an upper 
surface that includes the at least one securing member, a lower surface, a storage area disposed 
between the upper and lower surfaces, and a flap portion that is configured to overlap the 
lower surface to enclose the storage area" is supported in the specification at column 7, lines 
17-24, and Figures 3-4. 

Dependent claim 65, which depends from claim 56 and recites that "the module 
is longitudinally positionable along the at least one securement surface," finds support at 
column 4, line 66, through column 5, line 2, for example. 

Dependent claims 67 and 68, which each recite that "each of the at least one 
securement surface forms only an outer surface of the console housing," are supported by 
Figure 3, for example. 
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Conclusion 


Applicants have made a genuine effort to respond to each of the Examiner's 


objections in advancing the prosecution of this case. As noted above, a Supplemental 
Declaration is currently being pursued, and will be forwarded upon execution. If any 
additional issues need to be resolved, the Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at his 
earliest convenience. 


Date: November 2 1 , 2006 

BROOKS KUSHMAN P.C. 

1000 Town Center, 22nd Floor 
Southfield, MI 48075-1238 
Phone: 248-358-4400 
Fax: 248-358-3351 


Respectfully submitted, 
Adam J. Canni et al. 



Reg. No. 35,700 

Attorney /Agent for Applicant 
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